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I’m not sure what the expectations are, but here are some items to be discussed. Maybe they have already been decided. To some degree these apply to the trainers as well as the SAR members that will be trained by the trainer.

1. What pre-existing knowledge are we expecting for the trainer, and individuals to be trained?

· My assumption is that ALL people taking the course must have knowledge of map (UTM/MGRS) and compass.  

· The trainer must have some experience with using a GPS.

2. Are we aiming courses at:  basics for a searcher, then more for a field team leader? What is the scope of the training?

3. Are we planning to distribute laptops with Mapsource – Topo Canada on it and all GPSs?  Ozi explorer would require maps of the particular area and is a lot more involved to learn.

4. I can see there being one core course around the GPS—classroom and field exercises, with a slight review of MGRS. I would create a local map using Ozi to run the field exercises. These could be given to the trainers going back to their geographic area.  They would then use them to conduct the field exercises in their area.

Students must be able to understand and use the GPS, translate it back and forth to map, and still navigate with compass.  For instance, I believe when working in the field a searcher will enter a GOTO for a waypoint and then use the compass to navigate to the location—this is an assumption/practice that should be established before giving the course.

Another practice is the use of their field notebook to record waypoints, geographic points, clues, and any other pertinent features along with creating the waypoints in the GPS.  They would then use this information in their debrief to aid the Planning Section Chief in understanding the terrain etc. for further search planning.

· In addition, I would create two separate modules, add-ons or whatever: 

1. Would be just on downloading/uploading waypoints and tracks to Mapsource Topo Canada software.  Is this a technical skill we want all GPS users to have, or just a select few?  It would be too much to include in a basic GPS “how to” course.

2. A basic overview of latitude/longitude and how to set and use them on the GPS so the information can be used for the RCMP helicopter.

· In the training we need to give people the reasons/applications of the GPS for SAR, for example:

· Finding start positions

· Marking end positions

· Mapping trails found

· Route planning—getting around unsafe areas

· Navigate to another team, etc. with a GOTO

5. I am suggesting either the 76Cx or 60Cx, not the Csx.  Reason—we don’t normally use the altimeter or electronic compass, and I have found I have to teach people how NOT to use these two items.  By using the Cx models, this complication is eliminated.
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