YORK SUNBURY GROUND SEARCH AND RESCUE


Outside Exercise: Instructors Guidelines

Purposes of the outside exercises are:

1) Demonstrate the practical use and limitations of using GPS in the field.

2) Allow users to get hands-on experience with their own units in a safe environment.

3) Demonstrate the principles and issues discussed in the classroom setting, including:

a. Proper set-up procedures (Datum, position format, zone, etc).

b. Basic navigation page data (satellite health, date/time, etc.)
c. Correct 10 digit MGRS position read-out.(alternate Lat and Long)
d. Waypoint entering and retrieval.

e. Range and bearing to waypoint.

f. Difference between a heading and a bearing.

g. Limitations of use.

4) Demonstrate basic troubleshooting of GPS issues, such as:

a. What to do when there is a poor signal.

b. How to tell if your unit is operating reasonably.

c. How to tell if the batteries are dying.

d. Keep the unit warm.

e. Discuss updating firmware.

Instructors should use their discretion and throw as many questions at the team members as they seem able to handle – the objective is to develop a sense of familiarity with the units and respect for their limitations.

AT ALL TIMES, PROMOTE AND DEMONSTRATE THE NEED TO MAINTAIN AN AWARENESS OF TRADITIONAL NAVIGATION ISSUES.  ASK THE QUESTION “IF I DIDN’T HAVE A GPS ANYMORE – WOULD I BE ABLE TO GET OUT OF HERE?”  THE ANSWER MUST ALWAYS BE YES.

BE SAFE – BRING YOUR TEAM BACK IN ONE PIECE.

THANKS FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE AND PARTICIPATION 

